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prospector depended on the food supply raised on the
irrigated bench land to furnish him strength in drilling the
mountain rocks. As the products of the irrigated farm
increased and cheapened the food supply, the risk incurred in
the miner s speculation decreased and thereby widened the
sphere of that Industry, whose products in gold, silver, copper
and lead in 1894 were valued at $n,631,402.72.1 In planning the
route of railways, the largest traffic was found in the
settlements having for their mainspring of commercial activity
the irrigation canal. As these settlements increased in number,
and better economies were introduced in the diversion and
distribution of their water supplies, there was a greater need
for transportation facilities for the increased surplus of fruit,
grain and garden 1 First Triennial Report of State Statistician,
1895, 23. produce. To-day splendidly equipped railroads, with
feeders extending in every...
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