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illustrated. 1897. Excerpt: . . . darkness. It was all so hard, to lose the music and splendor of the celebration that
he had planned for so long, to lose the chance of offering his own silver piece that he had saved for the Christ-
child, and spend the time instead in the lonesome snow outside the city wall. But it never occurred to him that
he could leave the poor Madonna to freeze without his help. The great church was truly a wonderful place that
night. Everyone said it had never looked so bright and beautiful before. When the organ played, and the
thousands of people sang the hymn, the walls shook with the sound, and little Pedro, outside the wall of the city,
felt the earth tremble all around him. At last came the procession to bear the offerings to the altar, when great
and rich men marched proudly up to lay down their gifts to the Christ-child. Some brought wonderful jewels,
some baskets of gold so heavy that they could scarcely carry them down the aisle; a great writer laid down a
book that he had been making for years and years; and last of all walked the king of the country, hoping with
all the rest to win for himself the chime of the Christmas bells. There was a great murmur through the church
as the people saw the king take from his head the royal crown, all set with diamonds and other precious stones,
and lay it...
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