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illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . . . of daily occurrence, and a handsome bounty was offered to any man who
brought into the city gates the head of a Spaniard. The reward was paid many times, but the population was
becoming so excited and so apt, that the authorities felt it dangerous to permit the continuance of these
conflicts. Lest the city, little by little, should lose its few disciplined defenders, it was now proclaimed, by sound
of church bell, that in future no man should leave the gates. The Prince had his headquarters at Delft and at
Rotterdam. Between those two cities, an important fortress, called Polderwacrt, secured him in the control of
the alluvial quadrangle, watered on two sides by the Yssel and the Meuse. On the 29th of June, the Spaniards,
feeling its value, had made an unsuccessful effort to carry this fort by storm. They had been beaten off, with the
loss of several hundred men, the Prince remaining in possession of the position, from which alone he could
hope to relieve Leyden. He still held in his hand the keys with which he could unlock the ocean gates and let the
waters in upon the land, and he had long been convinced that nothing could save the city but to break the
dykes. He determined that these should be pierced, while, at the same time, the great sluices at Rotterdam,
Schiedam, and Delftshaven should be opened. The damage to the fields, villages, and growing crops would...
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