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illustrated. 1910. Excerpt: . . . IV. DANGERS OF ELECTRIC WIRES, AND HOW TO AVOID THEM Electric wires used
for power purposes in mines are dangerous to human life and should always be approached with caution.
Deaths occur every year from electric shock, and yet in most cases these accidents could have been prevented if
proper care had been exercised to prevent contact with the wires. Some men accustomed to working near
electric wires grow careless, and it is largely because of this carelessness, and a lack of knowledge of the
dangers involved, that so many deaths from electric shocks occur. Special precautions are necessary in mines
even where low or medium voltages are used. Everybody knows that high-voltage wires, carrying iooo volts or
more, are dangerous, and such wires are carefully avoided. But many think that circuits carrying only a few
hundred volts are not dangerous. This is a serious mistake, because many deaths from electric shock occur
from pressures of 300 volts or less. A considerable number of deaths have occurred from contact with circuits
of less than 200 volts. Electric circuits in mines are, as a rule, more dangerous to life than similar circuits above
ground. This is sometimes due to the lack of space, which increases the liability of contact with the wires, but
mainly to the damp condition of most mines. In order to receive an electric shock a man must place his body
between two conductors of different electric pressures, or between one conductor...
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