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Mittal Publications, New Delhi, 1990. N.A. Book Condition: New. Xvi+250pp Punjab has been a problem State of
India since Independence. In 1947, it was partitioned along with the partition of India. Even while partition-
wounds were getting healed, it was rocked by several agitations both against and in favour of the formation of
Punjabi speaking State. In 1966, the truncated Punjab was again trifurcated. Despite the formation of unilingual
state in November 1966, peace has eluded it, because of the Akali demand for inclusion of the Union Territory of
Chandigarh and the adjoining Punjabi-speaking areas of Haryana and Rajasthan into Punjab created more
problems. It created a vicious situation with its explosive mix of region, politics and language. The traumatic
events of the last decade in this border state have shaken the entire nation. The emergence of terrorism has
battled political observers and has caused anguish to every citizen. The present day horrendous events and the
surcharged atmosphere in Punjab the fear of reprisals of one community against the other, fear of terrorists ?
the man-eaters enjoying their murderous pranks, fear of police-repression or state terrorism, and last but not
the least, fear bred by mistrust of the Government ? Centre or State and its actions are all pervasive. It is
suggested that there should be a multi-dimensional approach to the problem of Punjab. The most important
thing to be done in the prevailing circumstances is to try to solve the problem with the help of the democratic
process and within the democratic ambience.
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