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and Government are mutually related and inseparable. The material, intellectual, moral and spiritual
conditions of every people, determine, through either a direct exercise of their will or their passive consent, the
nature and form of their government. Reasoning from the attributes of the Creator and from the constitution
of man, we justly conclude that a high stage of social happiness is attainable, and that beneficent government
is therefore ultimately possible. Any different theory makes the hopes which sustain virtue delusive, and the
Deity, who inspires them, a demon, equally to be feared and hated. Experience, however, teaches us that the
advances of mankind towards such happiness and government are very slow. Poetry, indeed, often presents to
us pleasing scenes of national felicity; but these are purely imaginary, while history is an almost unrelieved
narrative of political crimes and public dangers and calamities. We discover, by induction, moral laws as
inflexible as the material laws of the universe. We know, therefore, that the tardiness of political progress results
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