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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . could have believed he was acting a part. Of all stratagems
since politics began, this must be the finest! Leonardo smiled. Doubtless, he said, his Excellency has exhibited
audacity and craft; but | comprehend not what in this betrayal so moves your admiration., Betrayal? Nay, sir,
when it is a question of saving your country, there can be no question of betrayal or of loyalty, of good or evil,
of clemency or cruelty. All means are alike, provided the object is gained., Is this a question of saving his
country? Methinks the duke has studied but his own advantage., Can it be that even you do not understand?
Caesar is the future autocrat of an united Italy. Never was a time more favourable for the advent of a hero. If
Israel had to serve in bondage in order that Moses should arise; if the Persians had to lie under the yoke of the
Medes that Cyrus might be exalted; if the Athenians had to waste themselves in internecine strife that Theseus
might have eternal glory, then it is necessary also, in this our own day, that ltaly be shamed, and enslaved,
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